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METHODOLOGY 

Data is provided by the Nigerian Correctional Service  (NCoS) and reported by the National 

Bureau of Statistics (NBS). 

METHODOLOGY 



4 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

•  This report presents data from the  Nigerian Correctional Service covering 2017 to Q2 2025 

on the prison inmate population, correctional centres capacity, unsentenced inmates, and 

admissions. 

•  Between 2017 and Q2 2025, the Correctional Centres’ Capacity increased from 53,752 to 

65,035, representing a 20.99% increase over the period. The number of unsentenced in-

mates rose from 47,610 in 2017 to 53,790 in Q2 2025, showing an increase of 12.98%. 

•  Similarly, the total inmate population rose from 69,946 in 2017 to 81,710 in Q2 2025, indi-

cating a 16.82% increase over the reference period. 

•  In Q2 2025, Lagos state recorded the highest inmate population with 9,209 inmates 

against a Correctional Centres Capacity 4,167, resulting in an occupancy rate of 221% and 

an overcrowding rate1 of  121%. Other states with high inmate populations were Ogun 

(4,939), Kano (4,667), and Enugu (3,536). Conversely, Kogi had the lowest inmate popula-

tion (530), followed by Bayelsa (696), and Benue (777).  

•  At the end of 2024, Nigeria’s correctional facilities had a total of 176,536 inmate admis-

sions across various offences.  Remand/awaiting trial cases recorded the highest admis-

sions with 94,614 inmates, while Condemned cases had the lowest with 2,883 inmates. In 

terms of type of offences, Stealing recorded the highest number of admissions at 55,722, 

followed by Other Offences (46,043) and Armed Robbery (10,090), while Bribery and Cor-

ruption recorded the least with 27, followed by Cyber Crime (48), and Smuggling  (118). 

  

 

 

 

1Handbook on Strategies to Reduce Overcrowding in Prisons (Criminal Justice Handbook Series). In cooperation with the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).  UNODC 2013. Chapter A, Prison Overcrowding Worldwide; page 8. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



5 



6 



7 



8 



9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



14 



15 



16 



17 



18 



19 



20 



21 



22 



23 



24 



25 



26 



27 



28 



29 



30 



31 



32 



33 



34 



35 



36 



37 



38 



39 



40 



41 



42 



43 

CONTACT 


